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Job Meets Jesus

Skip Heitzig

Plagued by disease and living with multiple losses in his life, Job was also accused of sin by his friends. He asks the eternal question, "How can a man be righteous before God?" and he laments that there is no mediator between man and God. It wasn't until Jesus came that the mediator, the solution for man's unrighteousness, was revealed. In his new series, "Job Meets Jesus," Pastor Skip Heitzig examines the universal questions raised by the patriarch, and presents the hope voiced by Job, "I know that my Redeemer lives."
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
This book of Scripture is largely avoided by people, except for the first two chapters (and maybe the last one). Job is the one person that no one would ever want to be! He has become the quintessential example of the sufferer in despair. He stands against everything you've ever been told about the Victorious Christian Life! This guy had issues that perplexed him, issues of the deepest kind, issues that people have struggled with since the beginning of time, and issues that the book of Job doesn't provide answers for.
DETAILED NOTES
I. He Was a Significant Man


II. He Was a Suffering Man


III. He Was a Searching Man


Questions for Home Groups:
1. Who do you go to with life's deepest questions? How do you process uncertainty and ambiguity? Are you active or passive in resolving these?

2. What do you see as the role of the Old Testament as compared to the New Testament?

3. How is Jesus unique in providing answers and resolutions to life's most penetrating perplexities? Does His own personal suffering have anything to do with His ability to help?
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
Behind our visible world is an invisible world just as real—the realm of the supernatural. Though we can’t see into this world, we can see the effects of its activities all around us, both good and bad. It’s like the difference between a visible picture on your television set and the invisible picture waves that are transmitted through the air. The invisible waves produce visible pictures. Behind the curtain of the supernatural a conversation between God and Satan was going on. Let’s listen in to what Job couldn’t listen to and learn how to triumph in this invisible battle.
DETAILED NOTES
I. Job’s Problem—An Accuser (Job 1 & 2)
A. The character of a godly man (Job 1: 5-8)
B. The critic of a godly man (Job 1:9-12, 2:3-5)

II. Jesus’ Solution—An Overcomer (Revelation 12:10-11)
A. His blood
B. Our testimony 
C. Your surrender

Questions for Home Groups:
1. What kind of spiritual warfare do you experience most? How do you deal with it? Should your strategy change? 

2. Do Satan’s personal attacks have any correspondence to a person’s character?

3. Write down the key points of your testimony. Share them with someone this week.
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
For the next two weeks we will examine Job’s pain. Clearly his is an extreme example, but eventually everyone will pass through such waters of affliction. So, why does evil seem to dominate our world? How can anyone believe in a good and loving God while bad and unloving things happen all around us? Not only is this a major “deal breaker” for many people believing in God; this is also a quandary for believers who want to “make sense” out of everything in life. Today we’ll see how Job suffered and how Jesus meets the deepest cry of the suffering heart. 
DETAILED NOTES
I. The Reality of Job’s Life
A. Terrorism (1:13-15)

B. Natural Disaster (1:16-19)

C. Disease (2:7-8)

 
II. The Response of Job’s Heart (1:22)

A. Worship (1:20)

B. Perspective (1:21-22)
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
William Sangster, a London cleric, was dying from muscular disease. When he discovered his fate, he made four resolutions that he kept: "1) I will never complain; 2) I will keep the home bright; 3) I will count my blessings; 4) I will try to turn it to gain." Although Job wanted to keep his life and home bright, there were some around him that just wouldn’t let that happen. How should people treat sufferers? And how should sufferers live through their suffering times?
DETAILED NOTES
III. The Resentment of Job’s Wife (2:9)

A. Her Question
B. Her Suggestion 

 IV. The Resolve of Job’s Will (2:10)

A. Rebuke
B. Reasoning
C. Resolve

V. The Refreshment of Job’s Friends (2:11-13)

A. Emotion 
B. Company
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
"How can a man be righteous before God" Job asks! This is the age-old dilemma of all mankind. How can any person, fraught with personal failure and innate sin, make peace with God who is perfect? Does God just wink at all our sins and mistakes? Can He just arbitrarily overlook and override them? Or is there some necessary condition that must be met first? Let’s find out today how this can happen and how you can have deep and lasting peace because of it.
DETAILED NOTES
I. Job Summarizes Our Predicament—How to be Right with God?


A. His Friend's Suggestion


B. An Ongoing Problem


C. Some Attempted Solutions


II. Jesus Secures Our Pardon—Made Right by Believing!


A. His Act, Not Ours (2 Corinthians 5:21)


B. Declared, Not Earned (Romans 3:21-28)


C. Peace, Not Frustration (Romans 5:1)



Questions for Small Groups

1. Why is man's natural condition a roadblock for making peace with God?


2. When did you first feel that things were not right between you and God? What happened next? Has there ever been a point when you acknowledged this problem and found the solution?


3. Why is Jesus' death enough for God to declare you right with Him?
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
Most people think of a middleman as an unwanted and unnecessary part of a transaction. They promote, "We cut out the middleman", meaning you can save money by getting your product by buying direct and not paying a broker fee. But there are some situations that require a middleman. Salvation is one of them. What Job lacked—a mediator (one to represent him to God)—only Jesus could supply. 
DETAILED NOTES
I. Job: I Need a Helper (Job 9:33)

A. He Understood the Breach 


B. No One Could Fix It 


II. Jesus: Help Has Arrived (1 Timothy 2:5)

A. The Perfect Representative


B. The Perfect Ransom


Questions for Home Groups:

1. Think of someone who has helped you by representing you to another (a lawyer, a counselor, a translator, an advocate). How did you feel knowing that this person knew your situation and could help you resolve the problem?

2. Why is God so exclusive about coming through Jesus Christ? 

3. Why is Jesus’ death so important? Why is His life and example not enough?
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
"A grave, wherever found, reaches a short and pithy sermon to the soul." These words, penned by Nathaniel Hawthorne, are right! Cemeteries remind us of our future on this earth - the only real estate we’ll hold onto for awhile! Job was keenly aware of his own mortality but unsure about his immortality. How can mortal man penetrate beyond the grave and find assurance and peace for his own heart? He can’t without Christ!
DETAILED NOTES
The answers to Job's questions are found in Christ.

Man has a fascination with leaving earth, with taking an incredible journey. If you could travel 1000 miles for 1 cent you could go around the world for a quarter. For $2.38 you could go to the moon, for $930 you could go to the sun, but it would cost $260,000,000 to go to the nearest star, Alpha Centauri. It is a vast universe. 

Man is fascinated with death. Thanatology is the study of death named after the God of death, Thanatos. One seeking this degree studies grieving, stages of grief, rituals associated with death, attitudes toward death. Is there consciousness or life after death? 

I. Job’s Present Condition (vv. 1-14)

Life can be disappointing and filled with disillusionment.
Job faced man's greatest fears: the loss of health, status, property, children and his relationship with his wife. His friend mourned with him one week, but then moved to a philosophical viewpoint. Jobs words come from his lowest moment of life. He is venting and highly emotional. Unlike Job's friends we must be unshockable friends ready for gut-wrenching honesty of suffering and respond tenderly in gentleness. 

If there is no hereafter nothing matters, if there is a hereafter nothing else matters. (nihilism - nothing matters)

Vs1. Job is viewing life thru the lens of pain. Life is way too short and filled with pain. He sees the brevity of life and the finality of death. Suffering people feels they are fading away, withering as life goes on. Life is short and death is sure. 

Vs.2-17 Life isn't fair.

Vs. 7 Human life is vulnerable.

Vs 13, 14 If a man dies, shall he live again? Hopes, but he never get's an answer.

Socrates drank hemlock and his gathered friends asked, "Will we live again?", his response, "I hope so, but no man can ever know." Man is ignorant regarding death: "wait and find out," "cant' be sure," Job and Socrates reveal the widespread ignorance about death, which can be benign or profound. Ignorance about death creates an uncertainty about life and hopelessness about the future. 1 Thessalonians 4:13, God doesn't want us to be ignorant and sorrow like those who have no hope. 

II. God’s Original Intention (v. 5)

This is not what God originally had in mind.

Everyone has limits set and controlled by God. Something drastic happened to cause death. God intended man to live forever, but that plan was marred by sin. 146,000 people die each day, 100 per minute. Genesis 2:7, we were fashioned to be living beings. Sin caused the immediate spiritual separation of man from the Creator, and the eventual separation of the spirit from the body. Romans 5:12, Adams sin brought death, and death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. Death, die, died and dying appear in the Bible 926 times. It is the present reality.

III. Jesus’ Ultimate Solution (John 11:23-26)

Only Jesus offers hope to life's most perplexing problems. 
At the funeral of Lazarus. Jesus was very close to Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Jesus deliberately waited until Lazarus was dead to go to him. Martha blamed Jesus; she believed he was too late. God is never late. 2 Peter 3:9. Martha made the mistake of interpreting His love through her circumstance. We must interpret our circumstance through Jesus love.

Several things seem out of place. 

1. Tears, Jesus Wept. Isaiah 63:9. Jesus reveals the heart of God toward those who suffer.

2. Anger. Jesus was emotionally agitated, angry. He was angry at death, knew it was wrong and viewed it as an intruder. Romans 6:23.

3. Walks up to the grave. Jesus could have healed at a distance, he conquers death by resurrection. He offers a preview of our future. 


For a believer death is not the final word. If you believe in Jesus it shows. You will not walk in ignorance, but in eagerness. Death for a believer is like taking a nap and is referred to as sleep in the Bible. 

Cross References: 1 Thessalonians 4:13, Genesis 2:7, 16, Romans 5:12, 2 Peter 3:9, Romans, 6:23, 2 Corinthians 5:6, 1 Corinthians 15:26, Isaiah 63:9

Figures Referenced: Malcolm Muggeridge, Billy Graham, Timothy Leary, Erwin Lutzer

Hebrew terms:

Publications Referenced: One Minute After You Die, The Matrix
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
If you were reading through the book of Job and came to this chapter, you might remark, "What happened to Job? He got religion!" It’s as if Job received a sudden and most amazing insight. When you consider how little God had revealed in Job’s day about the future and about life after death, these words are a remarkable testimony of faith. It’s nothing short of an epiphany of hope. 
OUTLINE
1. His Hope is a Person
1. A Redeemer 

2. A Living Redeemer

2. His Hope is Personal
1. His Own Redeemer

2. His Confidence

3. His Hope is Perpetual
1. Even in Death

2. Eternal Life



For Home Groups:
2. What has convinced you of the reality of the risen Christ? How would you explain the reason for your faith to an unbeliever?

3. What does the resurrection mean to you? How does your belief in it affect you now? How would your life and choices be different if you did not believe?

4. Why do you suppose the human body is so important to people (i.e., why such an emphasis on having a fit physique?) Why does God want to resurrect our bodies?
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
Sometimes in our Christian experience God seems afar off—silent and imperceptible. We diligently seek Him and call on Him but the heavens seem like impenetrable brass. Even more disturbing is when it seems like we’re suffering in the furnace of affliction—the very time we need God the most and yet it feels like He can’t be found. Where is He then? Why don’t we hear from Him? What should our attitude be?
OUTLINE
V. God’s Activity
V. He is Not Always Apparent (vv. 3, 8-9)

V. He is Always Aware (v. 10a)

V. He is Always At Work (v. 10b)

VI. Our Attitude
VI. The Pursuit of His Will (v. 11)

VI. The Passion for His Word (v. 12)

Questions for Home Groups
7. Discuss 2 Corinthians 5:7. What does that principle mean to you in everyday life? Why do you suppose God puts the emphasis on belief rather than the objective reality of sight?

8. Recall a time when you were in “the furnace” of suffering. Tell those in the group about how hot it got and what your thoughts were. What lessons did you learn from it and how would you advise others going through it now?

9. Why is it that some go through a fiery trial and get burned while others become purer.
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
Finally, after Job and his friendly neighborhood philosophers debated back and forth, God comes to shed His penetrating light of truth on Job’s situation. This allowed Job to make some amazing findings about God and himself. As we close our series today we see how revelation leads to repentance and how this is not a one-time-for-all-time decision, but rather a way of life. Let’s peer over Job’s shoulder as he encounters the God he’s been crying out for throughout the book.
OUTLINE
X. Three Amazing Discoveries—Revelation!
X. The Majesty of God (38:1ff, 42:1-5)

X. The Inadequacy of Man (40:4, 42:5-6
X. The Generosity of God Toward Man (42:10)

XI. One Appraising Decision—Repentance! (Job 42:6, Revelation 2:5)

 
For Home Groups:
1. Have you discovered the three great truths that Job found in these chapters? If so, do you ever tend to forget them at certain times? When are those times?

2. Why should unbelievers repent? Why should Christians repent? 

3. How does God’s revelation lead to the lifestyle of repentance?
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